Who can be buried from the Church?

Any baptized Catholic can be buried from the Church, those who have been most faithful in the
practice and those who have been less faithful or separated from the Church, through iliness, distance
or special circumstances. Non-Catholic members of a parishioner’s family may be buried from the
Church unless it was contrary to their wishes and will during their life. Catechumens who are in the
process of the Rite of Christian Initiation are also to be buried from the Church. Children are honored
with Christian burial if the parents intended for the child to be baptized but the child died prior to
baptism. Unless there was some indication of repentance prior to their death, funerals would only be
denied to apostates, heretics and schismatics, and those who are such notorious sinners that
providing the funeral rites would cause scandal.



Why can’t we schedule the funeral in the parish
when we want it?

Funerals are certainly important in the life of a family and also to the parish. Each parish is unique,
however, in the capabilities of schedule, procedures and availability of ministers. Many parishes have
set times for funerals mindful that two funerals are possible in one day in addition to the celebration of
other Masses and weddings. Parishes might also have some planned activities or events that would

not be suitable in providing the best or most appropriate environment for a Funeral Mass to be
celebrated at the same time.



Are Funeral Masses allowed in funeral
homes?

Funeral Masses are not allowed in funeral homes. The Funeral Liturgy outside of Mass, as
provided in the Order of Christian Funerals, is allowed in the funeral home.



Are there some days were funerals are not
allowed by the Church?

A Funeral Mass can be celebrated any day except on Holy Days of Obligation, Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, Holy Saturday, Easter and the Sundays of the Advent, Lent and Easter seasons. On these
prohibited days, the funeral liturgy outside of Mass, without the distribution of communion, is permitted
followed by the Rite of Committal. In this circumstance, a Memorial Mass for the deceased may be
celebrated later at the convenience of the family and local parish.



What is the difference between a Funeral
Mass and a Memorial Mass?

A Funeral Mass has the body of the deceased or the cremated remains of the deceased present

and has all the special prayers attributed to that Mass. When the body or the cremated remains
are not present it is called a Memorial Mass.



What do we do with the cremated remains after
the funeral?

The cremated remains must always be treated with respect, the same respect we attribute to the
body. After the funeral they are to be interred or entombed, preferably in a Catholic cemetery,
mausoleum or columbarium, The Rite of Committal should accompany this action. They should

never be separated or scattered or disposed in any way other than a dignified interment or
entombment.



