Notes from the Home and School Board…
January, 2009
Happy New Year and Welcome to 2009!  Well, the Christmas break is over and the kids are getting reacquainted with early wake-ups, homework and paying attention through an entire school day.  As for us parents, you could actually hear the cheering as the parents watched the kids go back to school that first day!  
There are a number of efforts from the last two months on which we still need to report.  The events of the last couple of months have been quite successful.  As a reminder, Home and School needs to generate $250,000 in profit just to fulfill our budget commitment to the school.  Indeed, without the subsidies that the public schools get, private schools need to raise a lot of funds…
Kristin Knight has reported over $13k in profit from Sally Foster.  This fundraiser continues to generate an amazing amount of profit and is a big part of our revenue budget every year.

For a relatively small amount of work and hours, the Holiday Pie Sale not only supplied families with delicious desserts for the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons, but also supplied St Pat’s with almost $900 profit.  Christine Bullock and Debbie Zielinski did a great job and it’s been overheard they might be considering an Easter pie sale as well.

The Winter Market gave a chance to invite the community into St Pat’s, as well as all get together and knock out some of early Christmas shopping.  The winner of the Christmas Tree raffle was St. Peter and Paul Church in Naperville, IL  (Who then raffled it off for a profit as well!)  Between the raffle, the food and the vendor fees, the Market earned over $4,500.  When you add in the community good will and opportunity to show off St Pat’s, there’s no doubt the Winter Market was a success.  Thanks to Tina Raffin, her co-chairs Kim Morton and Paula Wratten and her whole committee for their hard work!
(BTW, Tina says she’ll have all hours turned in for the February H&P Report.)
The Barnes and Noble Book Fair, again headed by Tina Sosby, was a great success.  As you know, the Book Fair helps the school through the donation earned from Barnes and Noble and the profit from the SCRIP as well as the book donations from customers.  All told, the Book Fair brought over $6,000 in books and roughly $800 in SCRIP profit back to St Pat’s!

The figures are in from the November 9th Pancake Breakfast.  The event itself added about $675 to the Playground Fund.  In addition, the Knights of Columbus, looking to help the school children even more directly, have donated $500 towards the classroom wishlists.  We offer them our heartfelt thanks and look forward to putting the funds to good use.

For the second year, the Playground Committee held a Christmas Greenery Sale with the proceeds going towards getting the new Playground for the School.  The Chandelier room was transformed into a Christmas Wonderland for a day or so as the record number of plants, wreaths and evergreen garland filled the hall.  Over $4,200 was put towards the playground fund!  

Just a Reminder: Get your tickets now for the Shamrock Ball on February 21st.  SCRIP is still being accepted as auction donations, but Lands End is no longer needed.  Keep in mind that the deadline to donate items to the Auction and receive profit for those donations is January 12th.  
Last, we’ve heard queries into the availability of DVDs from the School Christmas Program.  We’d like to thank Mitch Gaffigan Jr for the A/V work that helped capture the program so nicely.  He’s now working at creating a DVD which we’ll duplicate and make available for just a few dollars per disk.
Yours in Christ-
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